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members, Parasara, following the Ramanuja school states
that there is no hard and fast rule regarding the exact
number. If a reliable person tells some one dhumavan
agnimaneva ("that which has smoke certainly has fire'),
there is no need for the illustration (drstanta) also. The
most important point is that vyapti must be properly
conveyed. There is no need also to mention pratijfia,
hetu and udaharana in the traditional order of
enumeration.

Another opinion of Parasara is that tarka (indirect
argument) need not be accorded any undue importance
in the scheme of pramana-^. Some are of the view,
says Parasara, that all valid means of knowledge are
at the mercy of tarka. Tarka must be shown its right
place. It just helps one to remove doubts that may arise
due to the contradictions (virodha) or non-apprehensions
(abodha) while apprehending an object. Certainly it has
no independent power to confer validity on inference
or any other means of knowledge.

Arthapatti (presumption) is, according to Parasara,
a variety of inference. It is not an independent pramana.

THE TWO MiMAMSA-S CONSTITUTING A SINGLE
SCIENCE

One of the basic convictions of this school is that
both the Purvamlmamsasutra-s of Jaimini and the
Uttaramlmamsa (the Brahmasutra} of Badarayana form
a single cogent unit, of which the opening sutra is athato
dharmajijnasa anud the last sutra is anavrttih sabdat
anavrttih sabdat. This is the view expressed by Ramanuja
in his Snbhasya.^ It is interesting to note that while
supporting this view, Parasara mentions that the
ka.rma-ka.nda, devata-kanda and brahma-kanda were